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ERASMUS AND HROTSVITHA. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs: — Recently, in running over Hrots- 
vitha's " Paphnutius," my eyes lighted upon 
a passage so strikingly like one in Erasmus' 
Colloquy, "Adolescens et Scortum," that one 
is forced, in view of the fact that the motive of 

ERASMUS. 

SOPHRONIUS. 

Cupio tecum seorsim colloqui familiarius. 



Lucretia. 
au, au, non solae Sumus, mea mentula? 

SOPHRONIUS. 

Secedamus in locum secretiorem. 

Lucretia. 
Age, concedamus in cubiculum interius, si 
quid libet. 



SOPHRONIUS. 

Nondum hie locus mihi videtur satis secretus. 

Lucretia. 
Unde iste novus pudor? Est mihi museion, 
ubi repono mundum meum, locus adeo ob- 
scurus, ut vix ego te visura sim, aut tu me. 

SOPHRONIUS. 

Circumspice rimas omnes. 

Lucretia. 
Rima nulla est. 

SOPHRONIUS. 

Nullus est in propinquo, qui nos exaudiat? 

Lucretia. 
Ne musca quidem, mea lux. Quid cunctaris. 

SOPHRONIUS. 

Fallemus heic oculos Dei? 

Lucretia. 
Nequaqnam ; ille perspicit omnia. 1 

At this point the line of reasoning diverges. 
Sophronius shows the inconsistency of doing 
in the sight of God what one is ashamed to do 
before men, and then shows the wretchedness 
of Lucretia's life,while Paphnutius emphasizes 
the penalties that follow the violation of God's 
law. Both Lucretia and Thais repent and 
begin a new life, but in ways as different as 
the Middle Ages and Modern Times. Sophro- 
nius provides Lucretia a refuge and tempo- 

1 Des. Erasmi Colloquia, etc. Ed. Gumprecht. Leipzig, 
1713. PP- 33!-32. 

Adelbert College. 



the two pieces is identical, to believe that 
Erasmus either consciously or unconsciously 
reproduced it. Conrad Celtes published the 
works of Hrotsvitha in 1501 while the " Collo- 
quia " appeared for the first time in 1522. 
The passages are here subjoined in parallel 
columns : 

HROTSVITHA. 

Paphnutius. 
O Thais. Thais, quanta gravissimi itineris 
currebam spatia, quo mihi daretur copia 
tecum fandi tuique faciem contemplandi. 
Thais. 
Non aspectum substraho, nee colloquium de- 
nego. 

Paphnutius. 
Secretum nostrae confabulationis disiderat 
solitudinem loci secretions. 



Thais. 
Ecce. Cubile bene stratum et delectabile ad 
inhabitandum. 

Paphnutius. 
Estne hie aliud penitius, in quo possimus col- 
loqui secretius. 

Thais. 
Est etenim aluid occultum, tarn secretum, ut 
ejus penetral nulli praeter me, nisi Deo est 
cognitum. 

Paphnutius. 
Cui Deo? 

Thais. 
Vero. 



Paphnutius. 
Credis, ilium aliquid scire ? 
Thais. 
Non nescio, ilium nihil latere. 2 

rary home until she can make for herself an 
honest living, while Thais is taken to the 
desert and immured in a cell near a convent 
where, after three years of mortification of the 
flesh, she dies a triumphant death. 

Quite likely, Erasmus derived the main 
motive of the Colloquy from Hrotsvitha ; and 
varied the argument to suit his own anti-mo- 
nastic and rational inclinations. Hrotsvitha 
found the story in the 'Lives of the Saints. '3 

2 Die Werke der Hrotsvitha. Herausg. von Dr. K. A. 
Earack, pp. 251-52. 

3 See Acta. SS. Oct. vol: vi, p. 223. Barack, p. xxxvii. 

Edward G. Bourne. 
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